
“The Covenant’s Ideal of Rule -   
While the Shadows Demand a King”

Pastor Greg Webster 

“From the Word to Stone to Flesh: Torah’s Living Covenant,” Pt 23



Judg. 21:25 ¶ In those 
days there was no king in 
Israel; all the people did 
what was right in their 
own eyes.



1Sam. 8:4 ¶ Then all the elders of 
Israel gathered together and came to 
Samuel at Ramah 
1Sam. 8:5 and said to him, “You are 
old, and your sons do not follow in 
your ways; appoint for us, then, a 
king to govern us, like other nations.”



1Sam. 8:6 But the thing displeased 
Samuel when they said, “Give us a king 
to govern us.” Samuel prayed to the 
LORD, 
1Sam. 8:6 ¶ When Samuel heard their 
demand—“Give us a king to rule us!”—
he was crushed. How awful! Samuel 
prayed to GOD.



1Sam. 8:7 and the LORD said to Samuel, 
“Listen to the voice of the people in all that 
they say to you, for they have not rejected 
you, but they have rejected me from being 
king over them. 
1Sam. 8:8 Just as they have done to me from 
the day I brought them up out of Egypt to 
this day, forsaking me and serving other 
gods, so also they are doing to you.



1Sam. 8:9 Now then, listen to 
their voice; only, you shall 
solemnly warn them and show 
them the ways of the king 
who shall reign over them.”



1Sam. 8:11 He said, “These will be the ways of the 
king who will reign over you: he will take your 
sons and appoint them to his chariots and to be 
his horsemen, and to run before his chariots, 
1Sam. 8:12 and he will appoint for himself 
commanders of thousands and commanders of 
fifties and some to plow his ground and to reap 
his harvest and to make his implements of war 
and the equipment of his chariots.



1Sam. 8:13 He will take 
your daughters to be 
perfumers and cooks 
and bakers.



1Sam. 8:14 He will take the best of 
your fields and vineyards and olive 
orchards and give them to his 
courtiers. 
1Sam. 8:15 He will take one-tenth of 
your grain and of your vineyards and 
give it to his officers and his courtiers.



1Sam. 8:16 He will take your male 
and female slaves and the best of 
your cattle and donkeys and put 
them to his work. 
1Sam. 8:17 He will take one-tenth of 
your flocks, and you shall be his 
slaves.



1Sam. 8:18 And on that day 
you will cry out because of 
your king, whom you have 
chosen for yourselves, but 
the LORD will not answer you 
on that day.”



1Sam. 8:19 ¶ But the people refused to 
listen to the voice of Samuel; they said, 
“No! We are determined to have a king 
over us, 
1Sam. 8:20 so that we also may be like 
other nations and that our king may 
govern us and go out before us and fight 
our battles.”



Eccl. 4:1 ¶ Again I saw all the 
     oppressions that are practiced under 
the sun.  
Look, the tears of the oppressed— 
     with no one to comfort them!  
On the side of their oppressors there 
was power— 
     with no one to comfort them.



Deut. 24:17 ¶ “You shall not 
deprive a resident alien or an 
orphan of justice; you shall not 
take a widow’s garment in pledge.



Deut. 24:18 Remember that you 
were a slave in Egypt and the 
LORD your God redeemed you 
from there; therefore I command 
you to do this.



Deut. 24:19 ¶ “When you reap your 
harvest in your field and forget a sheaf in 
the field, you shall not go back to get it; it 
shall be left for the alien, the orphan, and 
the widow, so that the LORD your God 
may bless you in all your undertakings.



Deut. 24:20 When you beat your olive trees, 
do not strip what is left; it shall be for the 
alien, the orphan, and the widow. 
Deut. 24:21 ¶ “When you gather the grapes of 
your vineyard, do not glean what is left; it 
shall be for the alien, the orphan, and the 
widow.



Deut. 24:22 Remember that 
you were a slave in the land 
of Egypt; therefore I am 
commanding you to do this.



Num. 27:16 “Let the LORD, 
the God of the spirits of all 
flesh, appoint someone over 
the congregation



Num. 27:17 who shall go out before 
them and come in before them, 
who shall lead them out and bring 
them in, so that the congregation 
of the LORD may not be like 
sheep without a shepherd.”



Num. 27:18 So the LORD 
said to Moses, “Take 
Joshua son of Nun, a man 
in whom is the spirit, and lay 
your hand upon him;



Ezek. 34:2 Mortal, prophesy against 
the shepherds of Israel; prophesy and 
say to them: To the shepherds—thus 
says the Lord GOD: Woe, you 
shepherds of Israel who have been 
feeding yourselves! Should not 
shepherds feed the sheep?



Ezek. 34:11 ¶ For thus says the Lord GOD: I 
myself will search for my sheep and will sort 
them out. 

Ezek. 34:12 As shepherds sort out their flocks 
when they are among scattered sheep, so I will 
sort out my sheep. I will rescue them from all 
the places to which they have been scattered 
on a day of clouds and thick darkness.



Ezek. 34:22 I will save my flock, and they 
shall no longer be ravaged, and I will 
judge between sheep and sheep. 
Ezek. 34:23 ¶ I will set up over them one 
shepherd, my servant David, and he shall 
feed them; he shall feed them and be 
their shepherd.



John 1:17 The law indeed was given 
through Moses; grace and truth came 
through Jesus Christ.  
John 1:18 No one has ever seen God. It is 
God the only Son, who is close to the 
Father’s heart, who has made him known. 



John 10:11 ¶ “I am the good 
shepherd. The good shepherd 
lays down his life for the sheep.



Ezek. 34:23 ¶ I will set up over them 
one shepherd, my servant David, 
and he shall feed them; he shall 
feed them and be their shepherd.
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